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Baby Caroline - Sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism



Baby Carol ine -  Marked as Christ’s  Own Forever!

On the chi l ly  morning of  October 20,  the church gathered at  the outdoor chapel  to
celebrate the baptism of  baby Carol ine.  Carol ine has been in our prayers  for  the past
year,  after  her  very surpris ing early birth and stay in the NICU. It  was a del ight  to
welcome the now crawling,  smil ing,  happy Carol ine into the church as  we “marked her
as Christ ’s  own forever.” Immediately after  her  baptism, a hawk swooped down, cal l ing
loudly,  leading one church member to comment on how Jesus had a dove at  his
baptism, but  Carol ine had a hawk! After  the baptism, we gathered in the church for
cake and punch and watched Carol ine show off  her  impressive crawling ski l ls .  



AJ, Rev.  El isabeth,  John,  Ashley,  Baby Carol ine,  and Barbara Carol ine pract ices  crawling!

Happy Carol ine & BarbaraA lovely reception



The Blessing of  the Pets

On Sunday,  Oct.  6,  we gathered for both services  at  the Outdoor Chapel  to bless  pets .  In
addit ion to lots  of  dogs,  we were joined this  year by two horses,  brought by neighbors of
Betsy Selby.  We enjoyed biscuits  and sausage in between services,  and col lected lots  of  pet
food for our fr iends at  PAWS Rescue.  



The Blessing of  the Pets



Sunday October 20,  1929,  was a special  day in the history of  St .  Alban’s  Church.  The
consecrat ion of  the new Gothic  church was taking place and everyone,  church family and
friends,  wanted to be present  for  the long-awaited occasion.   

The money to bui ld the new church was a gift  from Mati lda Townsend Palmer,  the daughter  of
Samuel  and Carol ine Townsend,  who were charter  members of  St .  Alban’s  Church.  Mati lda
and her younger s ister ,  Louisa,  grew up faithful ly  attending Sunday school  and church at  St .
Alban’s  but,  after  the s iege they were sent  to Connecticut  to l ive  with their  grandparents.  Both
later  married into the wealthy Palmer Family.  Toward the end of  l i fe ,  each s ister  left  a  large
endowment to St .  Alban’s  Church—Louisa the gift  of  a  $30,000 in trust  and Mati lda an equal
amount to bui ld a new and beautiful  church.

Church members were del ighted that  the 1870s church was not torn down but instead
remodeled to become the parish hal l .  The wood-framed church was turned from east  to west  to
north and south using matching bricks on the exterior.

 Attending the consecrat ion service in 1929 was Dr.  James Fox,  grandson of  Rev.  James Angel
Fox,  who later  wrote his  memories  of  the consecrat ion.  His  grandfather had played an
important role  in the history of  St .  Alban’s  church,  having supported the bui lding of  the 1st
church in 1857-1858 then serving as  rector of  the second church that  he helped to rebui ld in
1870.

Dr.  Fox recal led the consecrat ion of  the ‘new church’  vividly:  “During the processional  Bishop
Bratton and Rev.  Sessions (rector of  St .  Albans)  led the processional  while  everyone l i f ted
their  voice in song,  God my King,  thy might confessing,  ever  wil l  I  bless  thy Name;  day by day
thy throne addressing,  st i l l  wi l l  thy praise  proclaim.  As the congregation took in the beauty
of the nave,  they were f i l led with nostalgia seeing sentimental  things that  had been a part  of
the old church now in the new church:  the St .  Paul  stained glass  window dedicated to his
grandfather;  the marble  baptismal  font  dedicated to Adel ine Hebron and a beautiful  brass
cross  on the altar  gifted in 1897 by Mati lda and Louisa Townsend Palmer.  

 I t  was a glorious Sunday for al l .  The consecrat ion s ignif ied that  St .  Alban’s  Church had come
ful l  c irc le ,  r is ing from the ashes to once again become a beautiful  place of  worship.

                                                                                                           Rebecca Drake

95th Anniversary of  the Consecrat ion of  St.  Alban’s



I  love this  t ime of  year.  In part icular,  I  love our sometimes under-celebrated
church feast  days of  All  Souls  and All  Saints .  I  love remembering the people who
have touched our l ives  who have passed on to greater  glory,  that  group we cal l
the “communion of  saints .”  If  you have lost  someone close,  you know that  your
relat ionship with that  person changed,  but  didn’t  end,  after  their  death.  This  is
echoed in a prayer we use at  the burial  service,  when we pray,  “For to your
faithful  people,  O Lord,  l i fe  is  changed not ended;  and when our mortal  body l ies
in death,  there is  prepared for us  a  dwel l ing place eternal  in the heavens.”

The communion of  saints  is  this  idea that  we are bound together as  the body of
Christ  with al l  those who have gone before us.  The word “saint” can sometimes
confuse us into thinking we are only talking about exceptional  people.  But when
the apost le  Paul  f irst  used the word “saints” to describe the members of  the
church,  he didn’t  mean only exceptional  people,  he meant al l  of  us.  “Saint”
means “holy one,” and to be baptized is  to be set  apart ,  or  made holy.  We don’t
become perfect  when we are baptized,  but  we do become saints ,  those people set
apart  or  cal led by God to witness  to his  love.  

The author of  Hebrews uses  another phrase for  the communion of  saints  when he
writes  that  we are “surrounded by so great  a  c loud of  witnesses.” I  love this
image of  al l  the faithful  departed cheering us on,  praying with us,  and
surrounding us on al l  s ides.  It  is  one reason I  love that  we have a graveyard at
the church.  My chi ldren may tease me,  but  I  do enjoy walking around the
graveyard and remembering both those I  have had the privi lege to know, and
those whose stories  I  have learned over the years.  This  year,  we’re  going to try
something over All  Souls/  All  Saints  weekend to remind us of  the communion of
saints .  In addit ion to reading the names of  the departed during our Saturday
evening service of  remembrance,  we’re  also asking everyone to bring photos of
their  loved ones that  we can display around the church.  This  wi l l  help us learn
more about that  great  c loud of  witnesses  that  surrounds us,  and also remind us of
the incredible  breadth and depth of  the body of  Christ .  

Elisabeth’s  Epist le





In  Memory of Jerry McWil l iams

September 24,  1936 -  October 3,  2024

Father of  al l ,  we pray to you for  those we love,  but  see no longer:  Grant  them
your peace;  let  l ight  perpetual  shine upon them; and,  in  your loving wisdom

and almighty power,  work in  them the good purpose of  your perfect  wi l l ;
through Jesus Christ  our Lord.  Amen.



Prayers of  the People

Liturgical  Schedule

Wednesday Heal ing Service
The Heal ing Eucharist  wi l l  be at  6:00 PM on Wednesday,  November 6th,  

fol lowed by a s imple supper
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